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Kazantzakis, Nikos 
The Odyssey: Modern Sequel 


Translated Kimon Friar. Simon and Schuster. Dec. 
1958. xxxviii, 824p. $10.00. (III) 

The Odyssey big, powerful poem which Nikos 
Kazantzakis called sequel the Odyssey Homer. 
was first published Greece twenty years ago and 
now appears, all 33,333 lines it, forceful English 
translation Kimon Friar. Until his death Octo- 
ber, 1957, Mr. Kazantzakis collaborated with his trans- 
lator and the English version may considered 
having his approval; fact, the only question the 
author could possibly raise would that accuracy. 
could scarcely complain that the English the 
translation lacks either strength majesty. The work 
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marvelous piece sustained force diction that 
could come only from the collaboration real 
poet with skilled translator. 

The Odyssey magnificent effort; but what its 
direction? True old tradition didactic poetry— 
one that goes back the Renaissance least—the piece 
others pure narrative; sends Ulysses all over the 
ancient world but has him voicing and meeting with 
modern ideas. Always, however, there constancy 
symbolism and the whole work unified the 
primary statement which makes with great emphasis: 
there God and the only life worthy man 
one lived fighting against adversity and asserting the 
supremacy the indomitable human soul, subject 
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nothing but death. Mr. Kazantzakis not really 
explaining this doctrine; fact, does very little 
reasoning the whole poem. out communi- 
cate, with all the emotional power his command, 
conviction which seems know reached more 
easily through feeling than through understanding. 
Ulysses makes precisions, seeks out arguments; 
his conclusions, frees himelf finally even from 
hope and approaches the annihilation all ideas 
God, are drawn from the air, they are reached in- 
tuition and not logic. The result brilliantly 
clamorous enunciation which will awaken resonance 
the hearts all who share Mr. Kazantzakis’ emo- 
tional attitude, but will bring pain and sadness, and 
feeling wasted opportunity, all who are trying 
understand the universe. 

Ulysses the epitome the free man. (He alter- 
nately called the athlete and the ascetic alterna- 
tion which seems bit ill-advised because the close 
relationship between the terms Greek foreign 
modern English. the term ascetic understood 
today way suitable Ulysses; but perhaps 
the poet himself wanted used.) cannot stand 
being trammeled home and quiet age. Mr. Kazant- 
zakis has use for quiet sitting the fire; his concept 
Ulysses romantic that Tennyson, his con- 
cept the human mind romantic that Shelley. 
Ulysses has questing soul and must leave Pene- 
lope and Telemachus; Penelope’s faithfulness awakens 
sympathy his heart and Telemachus sees 
concretization the father-hatred which considers 
normal man. sets forth again, with few 
companions, series adventures which lead him 
through joy and pain the ever greater knowledge 
himself. Eventually decides settle down and 
build the city which has seen vision after seven 
day fasting and meditation. When volcanic erup- 
tion destroys the city left alone, bereft his 
friends, and with nothing left but the ultimate realiza- 
tion that all earth fragile, that man has nothing 
rely but his mind and his little strength the eternal 
struggle life against death. But can least 
free any imagined power above him, and can love 
his fellow strugglers. 

Ulysses feels his way toward philosophy which 
voices with finality and his utterance rings tremendous- 
heroism. Behind all emotions, however, there 
must some truth the mind man satisfied 
and once Ulysses’ major premise discovered his hero- 
ism turns mock-heroics. Mr. Kazantzakis has built 
his emotional credo false assumption. 


The Odyssey does not reason but states and reiterates, 
explicitly and detail, attitude toward life, and 
insists that that attitude correct. is, therefore 
philosophical poem and must judged according 
its philosophy which blasphemously false. Ulysses 
wrong; and one cannot point out the error his 
argument only because does not argue, 
asserts. sad that, having brushed the face truth, 
Mr. Kazantzakis ends with thunderingly magnificent 
statement error. 

Mr. Kazantzakis said that had painfully cut the 
poem down eliminating some nine thousand lines; 
actually might have eliminated few thousand 
more. There are incidents which not adavnce the 
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action all; there are lengthy and repetitious reflec. 
tions which not advance the thought any 
and there are many descriptions—so many dawns, 
for instance—that they begin seem ornamental rather 
than integral. Eventually the poem does become 
some, especially toward the end when Ulysses takes 
almost four books die. may seem little invidious 
criticize the diction the work since itself 
tremendous achievement, worthy greater 
yet does insist too much some images, however 
symbolic they may be—there are too many 
vouring female insects and there enough underarm 
perspiration supply month television 
ments. 

oppressively constant symbol sex. For Mr, 
Kazantkais overflowed the world. major 
pation The Odyssey, and constant occupation too, 
Sometimes symbolizes fecund nature, sometimes 
does nothing but illustrate man’s perverse pleasures, 
There are orgies abundance before Ulysses’ isolation 
seer, and few manage intrude themselves after 
that. Sex symbolism everywhere, and the 
tuality. Ulysses asserts the last that the one real good 
man the sexual act. prostitute whom praised 
highly for her exalted way life whispers that the 
embrace also phantasmal, but her voice still and 
small. Sex portrayed here idealized, dehumanized, 
given place could never have life; pleasure 
without alloy, with pain, responsibility. But 
obvious that Mr. Kazantzakis was impatient the 
classical frame life. 

Mr. Friar’s choice verse was risky but the risk was 
worth while. has written the poem flowing 
hexameters which are quite regular but never stiff. 
has used inversions and substitutions freely, not for 
rhythmic effect but simply for assured naturalness, and 
the result good. the ends books, and sometimes 
the ends passages, has inserted irregular hep- 
tameters which not affect the flow the verse 


any way. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
Jenks, Almet The Second Chance 


Lippincott. Dec. 635p. $5.95. (IIb) 


Through fault his own Blaine Winter had 
“sit out” the First World War lieutenant the 
American Expeditionary Force. But one occasion 
vigorous protest his part might have enabled him 
see action the front. The fact that let slip 
by, and similar opportunity again presented itself, 
preyed his mind and formed sort guilt-complex. 
never cared speak about the war, and would 
always remark what easy time had during it. 
Though almost forty-eight when Pearl Harbor was at- 
tacked, reenlisted and was eventually sent record 
landing the Marines island the Pacific. 
Here got the “second chance” that had waited 
for vain during the First World War, and died 
hero’s death act that saved the lives number 
combatants. 

The greater part this novel concerned with 
ter’s life between the two wars. Upon his discharge 
1919 his first problem was find employment. Unlike 
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his younger brother who had always wanted 
doctor, and his closest friend the service whose mind 
was fixed law-career, had never given serious 
thought, even while college, what intended 
later life. series circumstances, however, 
led him become seller stocks and bonds for the 
phenomenally successful Dennison Company. Equally 
dificult was the problem finding wife. While 
still the army met Judith Horn, who worked 
large department store New York City, and fell 
deeply love with her. His invalid mother tried 
manoeuver him into marriage with the only daughter 
friendly neighbor, and Hope Dennison also had 
her eye him. this three-way marital race Hope, 
the boss’s daughter, won out. 


Blaine proved good salesman, and provided 
comfortable home for his wife and only son. But the 
depression 1929, which the Dennison Company 
went bankrupt, meant drastic change his way 
living, for despite all his efforts could not find work. 
The family savings dwindled, and the next step would 
have been relief. But Mr. Brill, friend his 
father and owner men’s furnishing store the 
Southwest, heard his plight and created job for 
him “head the hat department.” hard work 
and his ingenuity Blaine rose step step and one day 
became vice-president the firm. But neither nor 
his wife were happy there. Consequently when offer 
came return East treasurer Royden, private 
school where himself had been educated, gladly 
accepted even though meant loss salary. All 
was going well until another married woman entered 
his became infatuated with her, and his mar- 
riage seemed headed for disaster. But almost acci- 
dent found out the true character this woman, 
especially her selfishness, while his own wife had been 
always loyal, helpful and encouraging especially during 
the dark days the depression. what turned out 
the last time and Hope were together tried 
make some reparation for the pain that had 
caused her. 


This long novel, and would easily more than 
700 pages, the publishers had not crowded lines 
each page, three five more lines than the aver- 
age book this size. splendidly written, and 
there are few authors who have such mastery the 
English language Mr. Jenks. also wonderful 
psychological study man’s mind, and shows how 
things, that seem almost insignificant the time they 
happen, can change the whole course person’s life. 
But there are some objections this book, too. One 
that Blaine Winter practically atheist, and has 
little respect for any form religious belief. the 
rare occasions when went Church was more 
for formality than from any deep conviction about the 
place religion human life. Another his loose 
attitude toward sex. Judith Horn, his first love, 
practically his mistress, and the author has some vivid 
descriptions what went between them Blaine’s 
bachelor apartment New York City. For these rea- 
sons believe that this book only suitable for adults. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
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Shamir, Moshe The King Flesh and Blood 
Vanguard. Nov. 542p. $4.95. (IIb) 


the author historical novel fails realize his 
characters and make them live for his reader, might 
better have turned his hand writing straight history. 
There question that Moshe Shamir superbly 
well-grounded the history the period which 
writes, (about century before Christ Judaea), but 
the “flesh and blood” his title are never borne out 
the character the king himself, Yannai Alexander, 
who reigned from 103 B.C. 


This very lengthy novel (the type face small, the 
margins narrow) therefore most interesting read 
for its purely historical content; period and 
place about which the average reader not informed, 
and fascinating meet again with Cleopatra, 
for example, now old woman waging incessant war 
against her son Lathyrus. fascinating, indeed— 
read the exploits Yanni 
himself, fierce and brutal king who slaughtered and 
plundered and broke vow after vow establish the 
supremacy then, the end, de- 
stroyed the people Jerusalem well when they 
refused accept his sole authority High Priest. The 
struggle between the Sadduccees and the Pharisees for 
control the Temple proved the final undoing 
Yannai. 


The thesis advanced Mr. Shamir that everything 
Yannai did was done the interests his people— 
that had deluded himself into believing they loved 
him. enough enemies shall learn that the 
people prefer their seductions, and prize far 
higher than all their false, seditious teachings. The 
people are not interested getting their own way. 
They want king—a king the image God—who 
accustomed command and expects unquestioning 
obedience.” What attempts fascinating and 
frightening character study never gets much below the 
surface the battle armor the priestly robes, how- 
ever; Yannai little comprehensible the reader 
must have been his subjects two thousand 
years ago. 


Even the sympathetic picture Yannai’s irresolute 
brother Absalom, difficult feel that one really 
knows the man understands him. The author does 
better with his minor characters: Honi the miracle 
worker, the sly philosopher Diogenes, the groveling 
Diodorus, the wise Simeon ben-Shetah who heads the 
Sanhedrin. 


The accounts battles are vigorous and full violent 
action. There considerable evocation the cities, 
the countryside, the homes, the costumes, the daily 
lives the people that time. The setting really 
excellent, the product obvious intimate knowledge 
gained from monumental research and 
sympathy for the people Israel all times. Mr. 
Shamir himself Israeli citizen, and won the Bialik 
Prize with this book. 

The translation, David Patterson, must account for 
part the trouble, ranging does from prose al- 
most Biblical its formality, such colloquialisms 
“cock snook” and reference the members the 
Sanhedrin Simeon’s “cronies.” more consistent 
colloquialism would, however, have lent itself nicely 
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the material and might have produced book with 
more the quality immediacy which lacking 
this one. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 


Parrish, Anne The Lucky One 

“Aren’t you the lucky one!” was the remark usually 
made people when they addressed either Hugo Allen 
Walter Campbell, the two central characters the 
late Anne Parrish’s last novel. However, mainly 
the reader’s point view, since two boys, from different 
walks life, were bound together from their childhood 
circumstances. Hugo, fun-loving cheery lad, was 
born doting influential parents; but with every wish 
satisfied was still lonely soul and thus vulnerable 
the many hurts and disappointments his man- 
hood. Walter, the other hand, although modest 
economic background, possessed ambitious and cun- 
ning mother and, through her scheming, finally attained 
security and wealth. 


with the author’s previous books, this novel has 
much charm and, although interrupted her death 
September, 1957, she had reached point the 
story that naturally satisfying conclusion, even 
though she had intended taking the story further. 
sad know that this will her last publication, for 
Anne Parrish’s sympathy and understanding insight 
made all her books worthwhile. 


Leona Aebischer, 
Clarks Green, Pennsylvania 


Cheney, Brainard This Adam 
McDowell-Obelensky. Sept. 26, 1958. $3.95. (Ila) 


Brainard Cheney brings his latest novel, This 
Adam, all the love and familiarity one would expect 
from true student the south. His deep knowledge 
their mores and his sympathetic treatment their 
idiosyncrasies make particular demands upon the 
reader’s knowledge the south. However, the reader 
rewarded with excellently told tale Adam At- 
well, the negro overseer the Hightower family, Mrs. 
Hightower his mistress, and the skullduggery attempted 
land deal defraud her her rightful possessions. 
How Adam stands Mrs. Hightower and how loses 
the friendship his own people are woven into the 
plot masterfully. 


Very interesting also the sidelight view Adam and 
his mother. She given hearing things and fore- 
casting. Adam, times, tends disbelieve but super- 
stition and fear and ignorance keep him vacillating 
state. Their relationship may compared the 
natural and easy going attitude Mrs. Hightower to- 
ward Adam. The reader senses this cumulative 
experience, day after day existence which the prob- 
lems life are met mutually. 


What emerges from the story remarkably vivid 
portrayal Adam man who recognizes the milieu 
which lives for what and contrives live 
with it, defend himself and his mistress from it. 
The quotation the fly-leaf aptly states Adam, 
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man who was faithful when faith was tried.” True 
loyalty born mutual understanding and friendship, 
respect for the individual human being, these are 
the bases for the relationship between Mrs. Hightower 
and her overseer, Adam Atwell. This Adam 
excellent lesson-tale for all who would like learn 
how deal with race relations sensible way. 


Vincent Colimore, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Pirandello, Luigi 
The Mountain Giants and Other Plays 


What there comment Pirandello? His unique 
place the theatre, his Nobel award, his verbose 
gigantism, his philosophical quests? this volume, 


which has been translated the actress Marta Abba, 


are three plays, which the first unfinished. Miss 
Abba dedicates the book the knowledge keeping 
the path art without (his) having strayed into its 
commercial bypaths. This entirely laudable, but 
without commercial production all its present and 
sometimes heinous aspects, who there hear? 

The introduction the book, Pirandello’s devoted 
admirer, Miss Abba, reflects ten years correspondence 
and theatrical activity. interesting. presents 
playwright work, not only the creation char- 
acer but the lesser mundane aspects having the 
play produced. once both pertinent and 
modic, and, highly emotional. 

The Mountain Giants, with its fourth act unfinished, 
drama the cosmos, pin-pointed the vicissitudes 
the countess’ theatrical company, and borders be- 


tween fable and reality. The fourth of.the 


play has been reconstructed prose the 
son, Stefan. Withal, passionate outburst against 
the death poetry, spiritual life, warring world. 
The New Colony, with long prologue, and three acts, 
thinly disguised Fascist protest. deals with the 
formation brave, new world. Such philosophical 
content was perhaps responsible for its original produc- 
tion, thirty years ago. was revived, said, with 
great success this past year. 

More suited current tastes the third play, When 
Someone Somebody. spoof the idolization 
success. this case, literary success, and there 
must many personal items interest the initiated 
this farcical presentation. 

might expected, the plots, sub-plots, counter- 
plots are involved. There are large casts, delight 
the customer, but posing difficulties for the casting 
director, and the scene(s) designer! other Piran- 
dello works, there thin veneer mysticism, which 
imports puppet gloss the characters. Within, there 
deliberate thesis failure, colored the utter 
clownishness reality. This admixture reality and 
illusion lends little reader-interest. 


study form, the book will welcomed 
theatre department teachers new material for their 
classes. The playwright’s original impact the drama 
field, the split-personality-characterization, will lost 
the production classes, and will have dated 
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too difficult today attract paying audiences 
understand the grotesque. 
Judson LaHaye, 


Montebello, California 


Theatre Books 


Kronenberger, Louis (Editor) 
The Best Plays: 1957-1958 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 402p. $6.00. (Ila) 
Chapman, John Broadway’s Best, 1958 
Doubleday. Nov. 20,1958. 286p. $4.50. 
Cerf, Bennett and Van Cartmell (Editors) 
Twenty-four Favorite One-Act Plays 
Doubleday. Nov. 26,1958. 455p. $4.95. 
Smith, Kozlenko, Mayorga, Jagendorf (Editors) 
Treasury Non-Royalty One-Act Plays 
Garden City. Sept. 879p. $4.85. 
Both Kronenberger and Chapman, whose books are 
many ways similar, agree “Look Homeward, 
Angel,” “Time Remembered,” “The Visit,” “Look 
Back Anger,” “The Dark the Top the Stairs,” 
“Sunrise Campobello” among the ten twelve 
best plays the past season. But Kronenberger lists 
musicals among his selection ten best, and Chap- 
man includes “West Side and “The Music 
Man” his list dozen. neither case, however, 
the complete text any play given. Chapman 
content with rather complete synopsis; Kronenberger 
includes bits dialogue connected running sum- 
mary the intervening scenes. Both editors give the 
play-bill all the productions Broadway during the 
year. Mr. Kronenberger’s summary the Broadway 
season joined report Claudia Cassidy the 
season Chicago, review the season London 
Harold Hobson, report “off-Broadway” pro- 
ductions Garrison Sherwood, and one Richard 
Maney’s reports press agentry. The Kronenberger 
book also attractively illustrated many Hirsch- 
feld’s drawings and clutch photos; and has the 
addenda usual the series which was begun 1899 
Burns Mantle. 


The one act plays the Cerf-Cartmell edition range 
from two-page skits the long-one-acter, and represent 
practically all the most popular authors, from Chekhov 
Tennessee Williams. Almost all these are still 
under copyright. The non-royalty one-act plays are 
less interesting because they may performed without 
royalty payment. Many were prize-winning plays and 
are still worth The difficulty with the book 
that divided into four “books,” each with its own 
pagination, condition that probably stems from com- 
bining four previous volumes into one, using the original 
plates. But school libraries and drama groups will find 
both collections plays worth the investment, and 
probably will find the collection most valu- 
able for use. 


Osborne, John and Anthony Creighton 

Epitaph for George Dillon 
Criterion. Nov. 1958. 94p. $2.75. (Ila) 
Since John Osborne’s New York success angry 
young dramatist, this earlier work, written collabora- 
tion, presages the author’s militant and 
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ophies. Epitaph was produced Oxford, and later 
came into London for short run, and merited some 
critical praise expression the failure genius. 
George Dillon unscrupulous young actor-play- 
tight who sponges London suburban family 
definite limited mentality. obsessed with the 
idea that genius, and suffers accordingly. is, 
turn, befriended the mother the 
Elliott; repulsed Ruth, Mrs. Elliott’s younger sister; 
and ensnared Josie, the lightweight daughter. When 
his play success, George realizes his doom, both 
his marriage Josie and the fact that his play, which 
has been “glamorized” for success the provinces, 
worthless. 

The writing acid and swift. 
reminiscent. 


Plot-wise, seems 


Denham, Reginald Stars Hair 
Crown. Nov. 256p. $4.00. 


Reginald Denham, performer since the age ten, 
has been producing and directing London, New York, 
and Hollywood since Although dozen more 
his plays have been hits—Ladies Retirement, Dial 
“M” for Murder, The Bad Seed and Janus, name 
few—none has contributed anything new, creatively 
artistically, theatrical form. More less unknown 
outside the sacred confines Mr. Denham was 
impelled, nevertheless, share the secrets his life 
with the world does 256 pages 
“punnily” entitled, Stars Hair. was bit 
difficult become engrossed Mr. Denham’s pranks, 
hangovers, love-life, and theatrical beginnings and, al- 
though his stories famous plays and theatrical per- 
sonages were interesting and amusing, most his com- 
ments the theatre have been made before. However, 
his pertrait The Actress very much his own and 
certainly not calculated endear him the profes- 
sion’s first ladies! The reader cannot but wonder when, 
where, how and why actresses wounded the Denham 
ego; the damage must have been great inspire such 
vitriolic tirade. would seem the author trying 
convince himself when concludes: “To she 
transparent glass, and that gives great sense 
power. columnist once wrote about when 
heard had been engaged direct star with 
particularly difficult reputation, sent for Den- 


ham, Tamer the Big Cats’. 


Stars Hair promises much more than delivers, 
possibly because Mr. Denham suffers from one the 


worst cases strain this reviewer has ever wit- 
nessed. 
Sister Gregory, 
Rosary College, 
River Forest Illinois 
Fernandez, Andres The Life Christ 


Newman. Nov. 12,1958. 817p. $12.50. 
This Life Christ Jesuit Father Andres Fernandez 


the result more than forty years study and 
teaching. not popular work nor was in- 
tended; but has wealth background material, 
historical data, details hard come elsewhere 
one volume, all which make fascinating and hard- 
to-put-down reading. The translation Capuchin 
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Father Paul Barrett not literal one. Rather has 
done with this scholarly work Father Fernandez what 
the late Monsignor Ronald Knox has done with the 
Latin Vulgate his translation into English. The 
result highly readable and excellent English, free 
idiosyncracies speech; and the translator 
oughly checked and rechecked footnotes and references. 
Illustrations, maps, several explanatory appendices and 
index make this valuable addition for any library, 
personal otherwise. Carmen Collier, 


Canada, California 


Gates, John 


The Story American Communist 
Nelson. No. 1958. 221p. $3.95. 


Perhaps the kindest judgment passed this book 
that was written couple years too scon. John 
Gates took his formal departure from the American 
Communist Party January, 1958, and his memoirs 
were ready print barely six months later. Even 
granting that his resignation was the final step 
lengthy ideological re-evaluation, one must assume that 
the actual crisis surrounding that act left him 
position what sets out do—to trace his per- 
sonal history Communist from its beginnings his 
CCNY student days, through his service with the 
Lincoln Brigade Spain, and through the storms 
and furies World War and its cold war aftermath. 


The effort fails, and the failure most evident his 
tendency resort “good guy” vs. “devil” characteri- 
zations friend and foe respectively. Similarly, much 
history (most strikingly the Spanish and Korean con- 
flicts) still seen through red-tinted lenses Gates 
swings along down his personal memory lane. Certain- 
little recognition given the possibility that 
neither side could boast perfectly clean hands 
both conflicts. The account his behavior before 
Judge Medina (as well his evaluation the pro- 
ceedings) and his subsequent experiences prison are 
equally one-sided presentation—so much that this 
reviewer, who has always been inclined view the 
whole sad affair travesty upon justice, was almost 
won over the opposite point view. 


view his editorship the Daily Worker, Gates 
could have offered clear picture the events that 
led his resignation (or virtual expulsion). does 
make good beginning, but soon loses himself 
continuation the polemics that marked the end 
the trail for him. clear that the author has not 
reached level detached self-analysis manifested 
such writers Koestler, Spender, etc. Instead, 
there abundant evidence that still transfixed 
the sterile cliches and flagrant stereotypes the Com- 
munist pamphleteer. His former position leadership 
should enable him make real contribution 
understanding how and why men good will be- 
come Communists—something that neither the Brow- 
ders nor the Budenzes have been able 
haps may yet this later book; this one at- 
tempts far too much, much too soon. 
Gordan Zahn, 
Department Sociology, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 
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Berlin, Joseph Soviet Economic Aid 
Praeger. 274p. $4.25. 

the last five years Russian foreign policy has under- 
gone significant change. The Soviets entered inter- 
national competition the field economics with the 
United States. Soviet engineers with Communist equip. 
ment and capital are busy building steel mill 
Madhya Pradesh Central India, asphalt road 
Kabul, Afghanistan, nuclear reactor Cairo and 
cement plants for Ceylon and Cambodia. These and 
other numerous other projects have been undertaken 
Moscow the undeveloped countries. 


The Soviets expect from this new policy considerable 
gain. The Communists hope deflect the 
the neutral countries into line closer their own, 
while the same time weakening Western influence 
and encouraging economic independence from the West 
and withdrawal from the Bagdad pact and the 
Soviet aid usually takes the form loans finance 
capital construction with local labor and material and 
the whole process guided Communist know-how. 
The total Soviet credit from 1953 1957 amount 
$1.6 billion. Three-quarters this went Yugoslavia, 
Egypt, Syria, and India; and 90% these four plus 
Afghanistan and Indonesia. the first six months 
1957 the Soviets had 2000 technicians 
80% them Syria, Egypt, Afghanistan and India. 


Soviet gift-aid insignificant and mostly assigned for 
propaganda purposes. There also lag between 
allotments credit and actual delivery. Therefore, 
true the figures indicate that there exaggerated 
picture Soviet generosity. 

The total outlay 1957 Soviet aid billion 
compares billion the United States between 
1945 and 1957. Soviet aid only one-seventh large 
period half long the countries which both 
powers have given. Moreover, Russia has nothing 
compare the sale agricultural commodities 
for local currencies later used for loans and grants, 
program which amounted $461 million 1957. 


But the comparison not unfavorable Russia 
appears. The grants have been more resented 
than the Soviet loans. Soviet capital goods also have 
more lasting impression than food which soon 
loses its identity. private investment also 
significant some areas, but 75% goes Latin Amer- 
ica, and also resented many areas offensive 
manifestation capitalistic materialism. The Soviets 
have gained credit considerably out proportion 
the amount aid they have actually dispensed. 


developing aid program the uncommitted coun- 
tries the Soviets have some handicaps. They are looked 
upon with suspicion Asia because their 
gious tradition, and because their country dominated 
white Europeans despite communist pose 
Asians. They cannot hide their totalitarianism their 
low living standards home compared those 
America. Many Asian leaders fear Russian subversion. 
But despite these difficulties the Soviets have had 
considerable success with their program. What the 
United States the face Soviet economic 
expansion and competition? Americans could channel 
aid through international agency challenging the 
Communists the same. Bilaterally should 
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offer more loans, perhaps interest, and should 
also establish liberal trade policy. cannot oppose 
the U.S.S.R. such aid program. But can support 
the recipients Soviet aid their resistance the 
Soviet ultimate political objectives, sovietization 


those countries. 
Kaslas, 


Wilkes College, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
Morris, James South Afican Winter 
Pantheon. 196p. $3.75. 


James Morris, correspondent for the Manchester 
Guardian, the age has already demonstrated 
that possessed vivid writing style scarcely un- 
equalled the English speaking world. His previous 
books the Middle East (Sultan Oman and Islam 
Inflamed) rank among the best that area. His 
articles Ghana the Guardian and the Washing- 
ton Post last spring are well known and appreciated 
all students contemporary Africa. this new 
book turns his attention southward the Union 
South Africa. 

Morris’ specialty the vignette and indeed all his 
writing series vignettes. has applied this 
device the Union and works out very well. 
passed the winter 1957 traveling widely there and 
recording his observations. Gold and diamond mines, 
prosperous cities, wealthy farms, urban slums and rural 
locations where the native crowded and pushed 
unspeakably miserable conditions were all visited 
him. His accounts are largely the form conversa- 
tions with people met. describes them, their 
lives, their outlooks pungent, clear manner. Morris 
not moralizer. While his sympathies are not with 
the white supremacists, more interested depict- 
ing the tensions and overwhelming sense race which 
characterizes the society than preaching against its 
policies. this has well succeeded. South African 
Winter excellent overview that country which 
must highly commended. 


Edward O’Connor, Ph.D. 


Faure, Edgar 
The Serpent and the Tortoise: Problems 


the New China 
St. Martin’s Press. Nov. 205p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Edgar Faure, the author this excursion into person- 
alities and policies the Soviet Union and Red 
China, twice served Prime Minister France during 
the polychromatic history the Fourth Republic. 
this book, attempts, the basis materials gathered 
during visits China and the USSR, draw some 
conclusions and recommendations. The task 
sets more than badly needed; urgent. How- 
ever, the result startling disappointment. 


The information which the author cites various 
questions affecting the political and economic life 
China demands more reliable sources and much more 
critical examination. Despite his personal experiences, 
Faure seldom adduces any new facts. His information 
could have been gathered the main from generally 
well-known reports which appeared the Western 
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and the Soviet-Eastern press. this connection, 
quotation from “The Russians and the Chinese” in- 
teresting example. Comparing Khrushchev and 
Mao, the author speaks the difference between the 
two leaders one manner and method which 
they express their thoughts. notable for his 
severity manner and language Nikita Khrushchev 
the contrary blunt and full life, gives free rein 
his thoughts” (p. 35). 


Khrushchev’s character has been apparent since his 
first visit Yugoslavia. Whereas Mao’s reserve has 
been equally well demonstrated. What much 
greater importance than their respective mannerisms 
the actual role these leaders their respective gov- 
ernments, the concrete forces supporting them, their 
methods administration, etc. The author under- 
stands this, but without any new data, refers 
their peasant origins, their agrarian interests and re- 
forms, all which have been amply extolled the 
communist press, both Soviet and Chinese. 


For these reasons, the important parts the author’s 
inferences and recommendations lose much their 
value. fact some observations are even dangerous. 
When read that, “From the moment that leaders 
like Khrushchev and take the opinions and 
interests the masses seriously, they must the 
normal course events try satisfy them and pursue 
policy well-being improvement living standards. 
For the same reason, international affairs, these 
statesmen must logically anxious for policy 
relaxation” (p.37), two observations must kept 
mind. First all, there great doubt that the com- 
munist leaders have begun pay attention the in- 
erests the masses. “The Thaw” ended the Soviet 
Union with the ouster Malenkov. And China 
the “Hundred Flowers” season scarcely outlined its 
proclamation. has been succeeded the diabolical 
commune. What “serious interest the masses” there 
may have been, could well have been but another poli- 
tical maneuver. Secondly, despite the greater avail- 
ability goods and the undoubtedly improved material 
situation the Soviet masses 1958, the “logic” 
foreign policy has developed direction contrary 
that indicated the author’s analysis internal con- 
ditions. 


These and other shortcomings make The Serpent and 
the Tortoise disappointingly superficial. However, be- 
cause the author’s experience, the book will not 
without interest for the American reader. These are 
the troubling questions today seen through the 
eyes influential non-American. 


Krypton, 
Institute Russian Studies, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Sayegh, Fayez 
Arab Unity: Hope and Fulfillment 
Devin-Adair. Oct. 30, 1958. $4.00. (Ila) 


Arab unity indeed the political rallying cry much 
the Middle East. The mystical source inspiration 
for the intellectuals and students, also the clarion 
call skillful politicians desirous regional imperial- 
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ism. There need for good studies the genesis, 
strength and basis appeal this rallying cry. Un- 
fortunately, the case many contemporary 
phenomena, the student’s viewpoint crucial. one 
sympathizer with the movement question, 
participant therein, the approach will differ from that 
various outside observers. this case Dr. Sayegh 
the latter category. Christian Arab (with 
Ph.D. from Georgtown), Palestinian refugee, cur- 
rently Director the Arab States Delegation Office 
the United Nations and Counsellor the Yemeni 
Delegation the U.N. outlook and status 
thus minor protagonist the call for Arab unity. 
His book reflects that role fully. 


Arab Unity: Hope and Fulfillment contains brief his- 
tory the evolution that appeal with emphasis upon 
the role played Syrian intellectuals, analysis 
the attempts its realization from the 1920’s onward, 
study the Arab League, and finally his own reflec- 
tions upon the momentous events the recent past— 
the formation the United Arab Republic and the 
Arab Federation. The author’s basic theme the 
universal appeal unity the “Arab mind” and the 
progressive steps realize the political arena 
which were doomed failure both the idealism 
its proponents who had touch with political reality 
and the failure politicians various countries 
respond popular wishes. 

Fundamentally, this reviewer found the book unsatis- 
factory. First all, more political tract than 
the Arabs and the West. the former appeal 
achieve unity; the latter attempt portray 
the inevitability its attainment and convince that 
such unity the best interests the West. The 
latter argument presented unsatisfactory man- 
ner for fails appraise the interests the West 
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the Middle East the West sees its interests. Second, 
the book too highly generalized its approach. The 
author seems unduly concerned not offend any Arab 
political leaders appraising their specific motivations 
and tactics. instance, one would never know 
Egypt’s power-political position within the movement 
from reading the book. Whether this good bad 
from the viewpoint either the Arabs the West 
terms this analysis inconsequential. But write 
the history the Arab League terms mutual 
attempts cooperation the part the various coun- 
tries and ignore Egyptian domination the League 
from its start absurd. Finally, the author unduly 
devoted the analysis documents the legal instru- 
ments themselves without regard for the political 
realities underlying them. The end result basically 
unsatisfactory from the viewpoint this reviewer. The 
book will interest only those concerned with Arab 
view presented agile tightrope walker. 
Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 
Washington, D.C. 


Jones, Olga What World for Peace! 
Vantage. Nov. 15,1958. $2.50. (1) 


Here little book that packs terrific message into 
relatively few pages. from the pen Olga 
Jones, member the Society Friends, long editor- 
in-chief the Office Education. Jones 
writes free-flowing homely style one the most 
important issues plaguing mankind—the maintenance 
peace. She dedicates her book God 
every one” good George Fox maxim. Dr. John 
Studebaker, for many years United States Commissioner 
Education writes fitting introduction. 

There something intriguing the development 
her “plot,” which actually subtle argument 
getting the side the Angels. words beautiful 
texture and paragraphs thoughtfully created contain 
the element suspense and surprise, she finally draws 
the curtain and throws the white-light her principal 
theme. simple words she says “only people learn 
govern their own lives, can nations learn the way 
peace. are wrong when hold that such 
ing can quick and short. Our generation, yours and 
mine, can speed crush abysmal darkness. 
Which, your way, are you doing? Which, 
myself, and the Creator all space. cannot long 
hang the balance nuclear age.” 

This book addressed all responsible 
states the case for the United Nations persuasively for 
Miss Jones was intimately connected with the thinking 
behind the United Nations concept just 12-years ago. 
also personal testament, heartfelt and sensitively 
realized what the ideals peace among families, 
among neighbors, among nations should mean. 
concludes “While the earth remaineth, humanity yet 
has the opportunity, perhaps, time doom wars 
the past.” 

Since modern war world suicide, reasonable being 
will bring about. The threats, then the Soviet 
either come from unreasoning beings they are mere 
bluff. suspected that they are bluff. they are; 
then our foreign policy should explode them into thin 
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The decision merely outbluff them, then 
specious. 
Miss Jones rises, then, above foreign policy into the 
world reality, where all live individuals. The 
ancient Greek maxim was “Know thyself.” Miss Jones 
maxim easily could “Curb thyself.” Certainly 
closer message could written that Christ, Him- 
self, Who Gave Himself. 
Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Washington, 


Lavender, David Land Giants 
Doubleday. Nov. 6,1958. 468p. $5.95. (I) 

Most history students are acquainted with the highly 
inflamatory slogan that almost touched off war with 
Britain century ago: “Fifty-four, forty, fight!” But 
their studies they pass over the private little com- 
mercial wars and the national rivalries that formed the 
background for that battle cry. Land Giants 
excellent opportunity fill this gap your study 
American history. 

the light recent events Alaska and Russia’s 
interest Siberia, (so close our Pacific Northwest), 
this book assumes greater importance than would 
have any other period our history. Learn how the 
fight with Britain was averted and why today the 
United States doesn’t have land bridge from Puget 
Sound the Alaskan panhandle. This book provides 
easy way take “dose” history. spans two 
centuries exploration, settlement, and improvement 
vital segment the North American land mass, 
beginning with the drive the Pacific Northwest 
1750. 

The opening the territory came with the explora- 
tions and settlements Spain and Russia. The latter 
had interest the furbearing animals found 
there. Vitus Bering Danish explorer) took Russian 
expedition the North Pacific search waterway 
between Siberia and North America. failed find 
it, (as did Juan Fuca fail previous private ex- 
pedition), but discovered new source furs sell 
eager Chinese market. Both Vitus Bering and 
Juan Fuca gave their names waterways the 
frozen North, although neither had actually found the 
sought-for channel. 

Spanish interest the Pacific Northwest sprang from 
that country’s desire head off Russia lest endanger 
Spain’s Californian and Mexican possessions. England, 
too, was staking out claims the shores the North 
Pacific. The explorations all three these powers 
antedated the American Revolution. 


The first American explore the region, (as far north 
Bering Strait), was Ledyard who accompanied Cook 
British expedition along our present northern coast. 


Unable find water route across the North Ameri- 
can expanses, explorers turned their attention, the 
early Nineteenth Century, discovering overland 
route. This would facilitate trade the west coast 
where Americans were now engaged profitable trap- 
and fur trading. Notable were the explorations 
Lewis and Clark and Henry and Pond. Canada 


the Scot Mackenzie was busy pushing westward river 
and land. 
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John Jacob Astor, German immigrant the United 
States, built thriving business empire, including 
interest the Pacific fur trade. the time the 
War 1812 between the United States and Britain, 
had small American fort and trading post As- 
toria the Columbia River. This stream was long 
bone contention between the two countries. Yet, 
despite the importance the region and despite the 
lively commercial competition, the Columbia area little 
felt the War 1812. The territory was, however, later 
erupt into hotbed feverish claims and counter- 
claims that brought the two countries the brink 
another war. But this conflict was averted and Britain 
and the United States worked out peaceful settlement 
along our present northwest boundaries. 

The settlement the Pacific Northwest had far-reach- 
ing results the Nineteenth Century, influencing the 
purchase both Louisiana and Alaska. And our 
own century the area assumes new importance both 
our domestic and foreign policies the area comes 
age. This vast territory quickened the tempo its 
activity once the westward trek the pioneers crossed 
the crest the Rockies. Ever bustling center 
activity became the target Twentieth Century con- 
troversies labor, industry, and politics. The fabulous 
growth the lush territory continues right down 
the day publication this book. promising future 
lies ahead for our Pacific Northwest, but the story told 
Land Giants will satisfy most readers. 


the whole, Lavender writes interestingly 
vokingly tense chapter American history this 
latest addition Lewis Gannett’s “Mainstream 
America Series.” The maps are satisfying, but the index 
leaves much desired. 


Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap. 


Lee, Mabel Barbee Cripple Creek Days 
Doubleday. Nov. 270p. $4.00. 


The publisher calls this “nostalgic reminiscence 
the last the great gold rush that. 


could wish one two additions this book. 
index? Yes; for the book abounds proper names 
and incidents significant and insignificant. There are 
ordinary people, unsual people, prominent people. 
There blow-by-blow account came over the 
telegraph the first time prize fight was 
the Jim Corbett Bob Fitzsimmons pugilistic history- 
making event. There account the enmity be- 
tween the Mine Owners’ Association and the Western 
Federation Miners. map? Definitely. This book 
needs map for the location mine, townsite, 
railroad route. 

Mabel Barbee Lee was born Silver Leaf, Utah, 
and moved with her family Cripple Creek, 
Colorado, booming gold-mining camp. she 
lived, absorbed, and stored the memories which she 
drew for her stories Cripple Creek Days. She her- 
self says that “the passing years have shed glow 
some the episodes, while others have been toned 
down the softening light perspective.” 

Cripple Creek Mabel Barbee was exciting and 
fascinating world with every “hill, gulch and alley” 
explored perscn. was not the sort place that 
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Kitty Barbee would have chosen bring her daugh- 
ter, but wife belongs with her husband and when her 
husband miner, she has choice, anymore than 
does he, “but where the mines are.” 


John Barbee was man “almost Puritanical sense 
humor and unswerving allegiance what deemed 
right” with dream uncovering jackpot and 
seeing his only daughter graduate from college. When 
John died without realizing his dream, his friends— 
miners, muckers, pugilists, banders, and lawyers 
dropped poker winnings, lucky bets, spare cash into 
glass fishbowl marked: FOR JOHN’S GIRL and saw 
than John’s girl finished her last year college. 
John’s girl completed her college course and returned 
the District new teacher. Memories her 
mother’s urging her not throw herself away 
man the mines” caused Mable Barbee 
when Howard Lee, mining engineer, asked her 
marry him. But Mabel Barbee was her father’s daugh- 
ter and the end her two-year teacher’s contract, 
she was married. 


Mrs. Lee passes briefly over the next ten years spent 
mining camps and her husband’s death camp 
epidemic 1918. She dismisses her distinguished 
career education with few words and brings 
1951. Conscious desire return Cripple Creek 
and hearing report that multimillionaire had bought 
the town with the intention making into tourist 
attraction, Mabel Barbee Lee hurried 
years had passed and perhaps the only unchanged spot 
was that patch sun-browned grass the topmost 
point Pisgah graveyard where the whole world 
seemed stand very still. 


This the story not one person but many persons. 
This the story girl and town whose lives ran 
parallel courses, such comparison may made. This 
book for those who have lived Cripple Creek, 
for their friends, and for those who are interested the 
life gold rush town. 


Carmen Collier, 
Canada, California 
Holden, Raymond The Merrimack 
Rinehart. Dec. 1958. 306p. $5.00. (Rivers Amer- 


ica Series) (1) 

Draining the major part New Hampshire from the 
White Mountains the border Massachusetts and 
thence proceeding sluggishly through northeastern Mas- 
sachusetts the sea Newburyport, the Merrimack 
River and its tributaries have been the gift Nature 
the colonization, growth, and vigor this very beau- 
tiful and productive part New England. 


Colonial settlement began the river’s mouth 1635 
with the founding Old Newbury which time was 
eclipsed the adjacent Newburyport, that still quaint 
town shipbuilders, sailingmasters and Yankee traders 
bygone day. With the author proceed upstream 
passing reference given Amesbury, Merrimack 
(Mass.) and Haverhill, one the largest and earliest 
settlements and the “home port” the doughty Han- 
nah Dustin, whose capture and subsequent escape 
from Indians made her frontier heroine. Navigation 
larger vessels terminated Haverhill account 
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rapids just above. Save for small outpost 
cook (later Concord, H.), there was little settlement 
above Haverhill until after the Revolution. The fear 
Indians was the great deterrent for all except the 
most intrepid souls. During the French and Indian 
Wars, the aborigines northern New England favored 
the French whose efforts colonization and evangeliza. 
tion they had experienced long before the arrival the 
English settlers. There must deal interesting 
and exciting history connected with the upper reaches 
the Merrimack and the Pemigewasset, which 
the continuance the former. Our author, however, 
gives little, preferring devote space the develop. 
ment the larger industrial cities which took place 
about the beginning the last century. 


The reader will find great historical interest the 
harnessing the power the Merrimack which 
brought into being those thriving textile 
and Lawrence Massachusetts and Nashua and Man. 
chester New Hampshire. 


Despite his Preface which justifies his “portrait 
living river,” the author, seems, would have 
written much more readable book had exercised 
more his talents poet and naturalist. There 
much natural beauty and light history and legend 
nected with the Merrimack Valley. The author has 
given little that. space were limitation, 
stead lengthy biographical sketches, passing 
ences would have sufficed for Webster, Whittier, 
Thoreau, Emerson, Ann Lee and her Shakers, and 
Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddy. too 
much space was diverted the ill-fated Middlesex 
Canal (Lowell Boston) and the General Court 
New Hampshire. 


The book contains lengthy bibliography and rather 


full index. 
George Murphy, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
Hough, Richard The Fleet That Had Die 


Viking. Nov. 17,1958. 212p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905 was brought 
close the spectacular naval battle Tsu-Shima 
the waters between Japan and Korea. The victor, 
Japan’s Admiral Togo, sometimes called the Father 
the Japanese Navy, there defeated the Russian Baltic 
Fleet under Admiral Rozhestvensky what can 
called the only decisive purely naval battle since 
falgar. Richard Hough gives this book lively 
count Rozhestvensky’s amazing accomplishment 
meeting the enemy all, and the frustrating events 
leading and including this engagement. 


Zinovi Petrovitch Rozhestvensky stands out like tragic 
Greek hero, chosen the gods for impossible task. 
overcomes countless obstacles, large 
knowing from the start that defeat inevitable. With 
the Japanese gaining Manchuria, Port Arthur cut 
and the Russian Pacific Fleet immobilized the 
Togo’s ships, Czar Nicholas decides 
desperate gamble send Rozhestvensky with four 
Suvoroff battleships leading task force 
and ships from the Baltic half way 
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the world way the Cape Good Hope. The 
odyssey jinxed delays, incompetence, 
and its plight and position are loudly tooted 
the press unsympathetic world. Beginning its 
blunders the North Sea with inglorious engage- 
ment known the “Dogger Bank Incident” wherein 
the Russians open fire night helpless fleet 
vessels, thinking them enemy torpedo 
and cruisers, the forlorn procession ships 
dogged inhospitable port authorities everywhere 
along the route. Along with minor mutinies, profiteer- 
ing providers fresh supplies some French ports, 
irresponsible conduct men and officers during the in- 
frequent shore-leaves, conflicting and unrealistic orders 
from the Admiralty St. Petersburg, heart-breaking 
delays breakdowns, and the major problem pro- 
viding coal and transferring ships rough seas 
out-of-the-way places, the Commander-in-Chief worn 
down grim but determined Ahab who mutters 
well-wishers: wish victory, but there will 
victory. But will know how die, and shall 
never surrender.” 
The author supplies photographs, contemporary illus- 
trations from The Illustrated London News, battle 
plans, and maps along with bibliography, all which 
help make his hour-by-hour description the battle 
one not easily forgotten even the least technical 
reader. The account makes vivid the fact Japan’s 
emergence world power result this victory 
which the same time was defeat that helped touch 
the first Russian revolution. 

Brother Gabriel, 

Salle College,Bacolod City, 

Negros Occidental, Philippines 


Haywood, Richard Mansfield 
The Myth Fall 


Crowell. Nov. 178p. $3.50. (I) 


For the past two centuries popular romancers well 
historians have been pontificating the causes 
the fall Rome, fall attributed everything from 
the noble character Germanic savages the malarial 
miasma the Pontine marshes. this little book, 
Dr. Haywood purposes “to tell nontechnical way 
what contemporary scholars think happened the 
Romans,” and does way that any reader will 
find both intelligible and fascinating. Although his 
pages are packed with information and discussion the 
book never seems crowded but gives the impression 
leisurely conversation. The author rejects the old 
idea that some one cause set causes will explain 
everything. The neat solutions Gibbon, Spengler, 
Toynbee and many lesser lights are shown have little 
any relation actual historical conditions and events. 


admits that change was going from the first 
the fifth centuries but emphasizes that change does not 
mean decay. The Empire was its best 
the second century when Rome managed solve 
the same time four the five problems every gov- 
ernment must face, the maintenance authority, the 
Succession the throne, finance, foreign affairs and the 
army. The problem peaceful and legitimate suc- 
cession never was solved and failures the other fields 
during the fourth and fifth centuries finally caused 
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break down the West. The traditional views 
cultural and economic decline are shown greatly 
exaggerated and the rise Christianity source 
strength not weakness. Particular disasters and set- 
backs were seldom the inevitable result previous 
step development but were due variety causes, 
even pure chance and when the final collapse came 
result Alaric and his Visigoths plus Germanic 
invasion Gaul 406, even this could have been 
repelled help had been sent from the estranged 
eastern half the Empire. 


While few the author’s arguments are more in- 
genious than convincing they are always interesting 
and every student the period will find the book 


enjoyable interesting. 
Francis Gallagher, 
University Scranton 


Toynbee, Arnold East West 
Oxford. Sept. 25,1958. 243p. $4.50. (I) 


Reading book about someone else’s travels never 
quite satisfactory taking the trip yourself. But 
you’re unable circle the globe yourself, Arnold Toyn- 
bee proceeds from East West (hence the name 
this book) around the world somewhat more than 
eighty days. Then condenses his experiences 
volume which enables you make the trip two 
three days easy reading. 


Originally these experiences were written series 
short sketches wide variety place visited. “Each 
brief chapter self-contained unit experience.” 
This approach has its good points and its bad points. 


Such treatment, handled one trained re- 
search, provides exact and fascinating reading about 
single places interest. Toynbee writes with flour- 
ishing style that captivates the reader. 

But the difficulty arises the transition from one chap- 
ter another. You have just time enough become 
immersed the beauty historical interest one 
locale when you are jarred the realization that, hav- 
ing turned the page, you’re different place alto- 
gether. one place satisfactorily covered. Transi- 
tions from places far distant from each other 
South America and Australia are made without warn- 
ing. Till accustomed the method Toynbee you 
begin wonder perhaps you were asleep the 
switch when the transfer was made, but recheck dis- 
closes the dismaying truth. Such abruptness highly 
disconcerting. this manner the reader makes the 
trip land, sea, and air with Toynbee and his wife. 
Beginning South America the author proceeds 
Australia, South Asia, and then the Middle 
East before returning his native England. 


Asia you travel through lands still suffering from the 
incursions the Japanese World War II. For in- 
stance, the Philippines the author found fledgling 
nation imbued with heroic courage and determination 
rising from the ashes battle and foreign occupation. 
admits change mind about America’s proud 
boast that have done better the Philippines than 
most Western powers their Asian and African 
colonies. This assertion Toynbee now believes “is 
more than the plain truth.” 
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Asia Minor fascinates Toynbee, does every his- 
torian. Bearing the imprint man’s age-old civiliza- 
tions and intriguing cultures, this area comes for 
wide coverage Toynbee’s account his trip around 


the world. 
Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 
St. Lawrence Seminary, 
Mt. Calvary, Wisconsin 


Tracy, Honor Mind You, I’ve Said Nothing 
British Book Centre. Nov. 176p. $3.50. (IIa) 


can gather from its subtitle, this another book 
about Ireland. deals with the author’s views 
the “Irish way and with her experiences 
Ireland which she bases these views. 


The book satire, but the honey and poison kind. 
reminds one very much person, who meets you 
with smile and gives you deadly sword thrust before 
you realize what happening. Thus Honor Tracy 
meets Ireland—with disarming and deadly smile. 
But like many books its kind, this one cannot 
taken seriously. cannot agree with “The Listener” 
when suggests that read “for instruction and 
edification.” For there very marked bias running 
through the book, which seems suggest that the 
author might possible biased other directions also. 
This bias, which could said amount phobia, 
directed against the Irish Catholic clergy. And the 
author cannot diverted from the subject. 


The blurb the jacket states, the author suggests 
many times, that “clerical power holds the spiritual 
life the country numbing grip.” But feel 
that this very idea which holds the book 
“numbing grip.” The author drags word about the 
matter wherever she can manage so. 


However, one can ignore this phobia, which appears 
too often render this possible, Honor Tracy can 
said provide with some amusing reading parts 
her book. But one must remember approach 
all little sceptically. And when all read one can 
say, “Mind you, I’ve read nothing!” 

Mairin Elias, 

Cranford, New Jersey 


O’Dea, Thomas 


American Catholic Dilemma: Inquiry 
Into the Intellectual Life 
Sheed and Ward. Oct. 29,1958. 173p. $3.00. (Ila) 


The self-criticism Catholics the intellectual life 
Catholics has been fortunately exercised both 
laymen and clergy. are thinking the laymen— 
Martin Svaglic Loyola University, Donald McDonald 
The Catholic Messenger, John Cogley Common- 
weal, and now O’Dea Fordham’s Sociology 
Department. the side the clergy there are Bishop 
Wright, Monsignor Ellis, and Fathers Weigel, Cava- 
nagh, Slavin and Gannon. This reviewer has read the 
original manuscript O’Dea’s work and the present 
published version that work and finds himself 
substantial agreement with its principal points criti- 
cism. this reviewer’s judgment significant that 
the criticism was initiated the clergy and that 
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clerical and lay critics would not dissent with very much 
the O’Dea book. Dialectic and discussion are healthy 
and this work will promote that salutary function. 


philosopher judging the present contribution the 
discussion would interpret the author’s intention 
one clarification the ontology end and mean; 
and their application this controversy. one dis 
putes the primary finality all rational life, 
otherwise, anything but the salvation man 
but this does not necessarily compromise the ontological 
status the intellectual life and reduce the 
tion ought made between the psychological ex. 
perience persons who might employ all their 
talents the sublime end life and therefore “use” 
their intellectual lives contribute their salvation, 
and the ontological status the intellectual life which 
always end. O’Dea’s protest, and with him this 
reviewer would emphatically want counted, 
that too many Catholic administrators and too many 
Catholic teachers consider that the intellectual life 
both ontologically and psychologically means for 
saving. How often has that text from Scripture been 
falsely “What doth profit man, 
how often have ears listened texts from Kempis 
which were drive apart even farther the intellectual 
life and the life sanctity. Persons who cannot dis 
tinguish ontology from psychology this consideration 
end and means not silence controversy invalid 
exegesis. 

The tools are those the sociologist and they 
complement remarkably the speculations the philos 
opher this discussion. His five points summarized 
the end provide hours for academic internal 
cism—the formalism, verbalism, rationalism, and nomi- 
nalism much philosophy teaching; the 
ianism that many students accept areas where 
ought resented; the clericalism some colleges, 
and the moralism that penetrates all relationships and 
situations. His examination the factors that have 
contributed these problems sound and his 
exposition the intellectual life quest that brings 
with excitement, creativity, with risk always present. 
But, Father Ong remarks: “maturity not achieved 


until person has the ability face with equanimity 


into the unknown.” 
The author reveals much himself this work. 


scholar delivering meaningful panegyric the 


intellectual life. 
Thomas Wassmer, Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Reverend Virgil C., S.J. 

Freedom Choice Education 
Oct. 14, 1958. 230p. $3.95. 
free man free society has certain rights well 
The former are given him directly 
and state and federal constitution 
cation for his children are among the rights specifically 
ascribed him and protected Jaw and court 
sion. However. the right freedom choice 
cation denied negative and indirect 


Macmillan. 
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the simple device state and now federal subsidiza- 
tion public education and the deliberate denial 
subsidies private and parochial education. This 
denial, now found almost all state constitutions, 
works the disadvantage private schools. effect, 
dictates indirection the parent that you sub- 
scribe the philosophical and theological orientation 
public education you will denied benefits given 
others—benefits paid for you. 

This negation rights indirection denial 
freedom choice and conscience because removes 
associations from free society. How can the 
man free conscience and philosophy can not 
pursue truth the manner best sees The nega- 
tion this principle indirection, carried ex- 
treme, would lead totalitarian government. 

Father Blum offers copious documentation, albeit bit 
repetitious, substantiate this point and believes that 
off-set state and federal taxes for the parent who 
supports private education would allow for the rightful 
establishment and growth private and educational 
efforts. 

One must agree with the thesis the work and un- 
doubtedly private scholastic efforts would stimulated 
and grow the tax exemption certificate plan, but 
can the benefits from this device extended ma- 
terially improve the fate the gifted child, better 
science and mathematics instruction, more far-sighted 
educational theory and the plight the small, strug- 
gling liberal arts college? 

The book informative, scholarly, thorough, bit opti- 
mistic. Father Blum has done real service for the 
educator bringing this problem into focus though 
the times have not yet caught with him. 


Lennon, 
Department Education, 
University Scranton 


Root, Merrill 
Brain Washing the High Schools 
Devin-Adair. Nov. 277p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Professor Root, teacher English Earlham College, 
Richmond, Indiana, very disturbed about the content 
eleven American History textbooks used the 
Evanston school system. His book stirred the 
New York Daily News the extent critical edi- 
torial calling for investigation high school history 
texts. Root claims that the ease with which American 
soldiers went over the enemy Korean prison camps 
can traced the history texts they used high 
school. The books, not the teaching, bear the brunt 
Root’s criticism. 


page 263 his attack, the author states that “what 
American schools need thorough housecleaning.” 
textbooks are needed. Publishing companies 
should cleanse their lists and new school patriotic- 
minded authors will present books suitable Professor 
Root. humble suggestion that Professor Root 
Write the type book thinks students should use 
and then let judge it. 
One the most difficult tasks any writer can under- 
take the preparation high-school history text. 
scope broad that generalizations abound. 
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one man can adequately check all the sources. any 
kind profit made, the book has pre- 
pared with secondary sources quoted quite frequently. 
well-known cliche that textbook writers borrow 
heavily from each other. Pressure groups want certain 
areas, organizations and individuals praised casti- 
gated. The Seminole War, for instance, not im- 
portant boy Oregon the Purchase Alaska. 
The Erie Canal rarely excites interest the arid wastes 
Nevada. Grover Cleveland’s pension vetoes, 
knowledge, have never earned him the love Vet- 
erans organizations. And goes. 


Professor Root’s criticism eleven high-school texts 
seems indicate that nineteen authors are entirely too 
liberal and socialistic their treatment American 
history. Root feels that Jefferson, Jackson and Wilson 
have been overrated reformers and “liberals.” 
resents the use the expression “common man.” The 
“New receives more space most texts than 
the Civil War. Industry and big business used some 
sharp practices and there every indication that the 
textbook writers are anti-corporation. Pictures and 
cartoons used for illustration come for their share 
criticism. Root feels that slums are overemphasized. 
There should more pictures happy suburbia, 
commuter trains, and children play. The seamy side 
politics should not mentioned. keeps the chil- 
dren from becoming purer organization Republicans 
Democrats Who knows? The way history being 
written, any American youth may even vote for the 
candidate third party. 


The author this book deserves great deal credit 
for, although not agree with him all his con- 
clusions, must have the patience Job have 
plowed through all these books and have compared 
the writings multitudinous authors. Those who read 
Professor Root’s book will become more careful their 
selection textbooks and their presentation content. 
Indeed, his book may initiate reappraisal textbook 
writing. But believe this book must read carefully. 
not meant for quick digestion. The reviewer 
should have the eleven textbooks question before 
him reads Brain Washing; yet this reviewer 
familiar with only three the books the list, having 
used two them years back high school. also feel 
that Professor Root bit harsh with David Muzzey. 
found Muzzey conservative, patriotic and true be- 
liever American principles when studied under 
him. Nevertheless, Brain Washing the High Schools 
thought provoking. 


Chairman, History Department, 
Frank Brown, 


University Scranton 


Havighurst, Walter The Miami Years, 1809-1959 
Putnam. Nov. 254p. $4.50. 


Miami University came into existence 1809 
act the Ohio Assembly. mile square land 
wooded section Miami County near the Four Mile 
Creek was the site this school for the liberal 
arts. Other sections land granted the Assembly 
were rented sold for the support the school, 
and when settlers immigrated into the valley. 
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Ministers the Presbyterian faith came establish 
grammar school and college where the classics and 
moral philosophy would taught. Frequently the 
president was the sole teacher well administrator. 
Several trends marked the stormy, unsure growth 
Miami. The increase number courses and dif- 
ferent curricula though opposed conservative ad- 
ministrations were gradually accepted. Coeducation 
came the campus. The liberal tradition was pre- 
served the curricula the device the “common 
cores” the lower division. When the church was 
longer able support the growing demands higher 
education after the Civil War, the university received 
its first grant from Ohio. These have grown larger each 
year Miami took new educational responsibilities. 
Such changes generally marked the growth univer- 
sity education America, but Miami University has 
had unique contributions learning. was the home 
the widely used McGuffey readers written its 
Greek and Latin scholar 1836.. invited the poet, 
Percy MacKaye, its campus the first subsidized 
artist-in-residence—a tradition that was continue and 
spread elsewhere. 

While The Miami Years would more than fascinat- 
ing the Miami alumnus because its nostalgia, 
interesting both the educator and lay person. 
style lively, moving along good rate through 
century and half. This same rapid pace covers many 
events and many personages, but leaves the reader with 
feeling incompleteness. longer pause here and 
there deal more intimately with daily living would 
strengthen its characterization and make for complete 


satisfaction. 
Lennon, Ph.D. 


For the Kitchen Shelf 


Zelayeta, Elena Secrets Mexican Cooking 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 266p. $3.95. (I) 
Lee, Calvin 

Chinese Cooking for American Kitchens 
Putnam. Oct. 1958. 190p. $3.50. (I) 
Ochorowica-Monatowa, Marja Polish Cookery 
Crown. Dec. 314p. $3.00. 
Camp, Raymond Game Cookery 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 252p. $4.95. (I) 
Encore 
Random House. Oct. 15, 1958. 310p. $3.95. 
McCarthy, Josie Favorite Recipes 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 6,1958. 250p. $3.50. 
There such thing having too many cookbooks 
spoil the cuisine; but for the cuisiniere who would like 
try hand something difficult, something not 
difficult many vaunted French and Italian dishes are 
for the inept, (they take time, imagination and skill 
acquired experience), there are lot appetizing 
recipes Senora Zelayeta’s chatty 
(there’s other word for it), propaganda for food 
the Mexican manner. Even cooks the northeastern 
states will able find some the exotic ingredients 
now purveyed their favorite supermarket. And the 
same must said for the excellent book written 
the lawyer son the son the founder the famous 
Chinese restaurant the corner Pell and Mott Street 
New York City. like the Chinese way with vege- 
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tables and with meats, cut small and cook quickly, 
save flavor and color and keep pleasant 
Saves fuel and hot kitchens, especially summer when 
vegetables are plenty their fresh (and best) form, 
But heed Mr. Lee’s advice about getting organized be. 
fore you begin; has helpfully suggested menus com. 
bining one Chinese dish with more familiar American 
style fare, that the apprentice can learn 
steps. Both books will freshen menus properly used, 


Marja Ochorowica-Mantowa’s Polish equivalent the 
Fanny Farmer Cookbook has been admirably 
and adapted Jean Karsavina for American 
There’s not only Polish fare here, but many other dishes 
that are easily recognized favorites Czechoslovakia, 
(traditionally the home for the best cooks Vienna), 
and Austria. The soups are particularly worth 
tion during the cold days winter. Generally 
ing, Polish food much heartier and more calorific 
than other cuisines. 


The book game cookery will appeal mostly those 
who like shoot their own meat. Lucky deer 
will not have portion their bag they their 
wives know how prepare venison prescribed 
in. And there even chapter the cooking 
squirrel. Fortunately, Mr. Camp has included indis 

ensable chapters sauces, herbs and wines, and has 
added extra chapter equipment for out-of-doors 
cooking. 


Encore was prepared and edited the Women’s 
ciation the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra, and 
collection the favorite recipes stars the 
musical world, complete with pictures the stars rep- 
resented and chatty about their likes food. 
McCarthy one those brave women who 
cooking under the eye camera, and her 
semblage recipes comes not only from her own files 
but from the suggestions sent her entranced fans. 
Most them are fairly easy prepare, some are rather 
startling innovations variations familiar dishes. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks 

Introduction Haiku, Harold Henderson, 
(Anchor 150, $1.25; I), anthology with commer 
tary the 17-syllable verse form developed 
perfection Japan. First published this 
form November 20, has since been issued stand- 
the Red Chamber Tsao Hsueh-Chin classic 
Chinese novel that has been translated and adapted— 
and, appears, considerably abbreviated—by Chi-Chen 
Wang. interesting chiefly for its detailed picture 
large-family domestic organization and way living 
the upper-classes eighteenth century imperial 
China, (Anchor #159, $1.25; IIb) The 
Journals: 1857-1870 have been translated and consider 
ably edited Lewis Galantiere who supplies 
ductory essay this running commentary French 
literary figures the mid-nineteenth century, (Anchor 
158, $1.25; IIa) David Garnett’s fascinating 
raphy Pocahontas was first published 1933; 
intriguing well scholarly book, (Anchor 
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tors Fortune discusses the dangers inherent large 
city expansion and the recent efforts improve hous- 
ing conditions therein, (Anchor 146, $0.95; 


The Grosset Dunlap Universal Library, series 
paperback but standard size books, has added 
recently the following: Leopold Schwartzchild’s biog- 
raphy Karl Marx: The Red Prussian first published 
1947 under the second half the present title, 
(UL-44, $1.65; The Vanishing Hero, Sean 
refreshing critical study some leading 
modern novelists, (UL-43, $1.25; Evelyn 
Waugh’s Decline and Fall, (UL-45, $1.25; IIb), counted 
many classic satiric picaresque novel about in- 
domitable also impossible theology student’s hectic 
circuit from divinity school world and back divin- 
ity school Marquis James’ biography Andrew 
Jackson, which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize 1934, 
son the perennial romantic fantasy about Rima, the 
bird-girl the rain-forests, (UL-49, $0.95; The 
Horse’s Mouth Joyce Cary, (UL-48, $1.25; IIb), the 
hilarious tale artist Gulley Jimson. Both this and 
the foregoing novel have recently been filmed, (cf. B.S. 
Feb. 15, 1950) Modern Woman: The Lost Sex 
study the effects feminism, competition, career- 
and other effects women’s “emancipation,” 
Ferdinand Lundberg and Marynia Farnham, 
(UL-46, $1.45; 


From the Penguin Books come four titles special in- 
terest only students various fields, but helpful 
the general reader: Dictionary Civil Engineering 
John Scott, (R-11, $0.95; Human Groups, 
study group psychology the family, village 
and other community associations, (A-346, $0.85; IIa). 
The author Sprott, the University Not- 
tingham Newton’s The Face the Sun, 
(A-422, $0.85; more readable than you might 
first suspect And Michael Howard’s Disengage- 
ment Europe, (S-175, $0.65; IIa), reviews the pos- 
sibilities reunification Germany and liberation 
Eastern Europe from the Soviet domination. 


Mystery and Suspense 

Philip MacDonald’s Mystery the Dead Police, good 
Scotland Yard yarn from 1933 enters the Dell Great 
Mystery Library Number 19, (D-247, $0.35; 
Agatha Christie’s The Man the Brown Suit, re- 
reprint 1924 effort, shows its age and far from 
topflight Christie, (Dell-248, $0.35; Suddenly 
Corpse Hal Masur tough and sexy but neatly 
plotted, (D-250, $0.35; IIb) The Great Mistake 
the late Mary Roberts Rinehart welcome even 
(D-251, $0.35; So, too, same con- 
dition, Rex Stout’s 1939 tale, The Mountain Cat 
Murders, (D-252, $0.35; warning: this 
Nero Wolfe Erle Stanley Gardner’s alias 
Fair tags the re-reprint Turn the Heat, (D-253, 
$0.35; The Strange Bedfellow Evelyn Berck- 
man combines archaeology and murder weird 
middle-European setting, (D-268, $0.35; cf. B.S. vol. 
John Appleby’s Grounds for Murder, 
(Dell 994, $0.25; 1), was first titled Stars the Water 
Lady Killer William Hardy, (D-995, $0.25; I), 
original” The Snatch, Harold Daniels, (A-170, 
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$0.25; 1), sets three ordinary men kidnapping boy, 
and though not expertly written very original, well 
enough done hold interest The Black Mirror, 
Ben Benson, Massachusetts State Troopers smash 
crime ring. Benson dependably sound and skillful, 


(Bantam 1909, $0.25; 


Westerns 

“First Edition” “original,” meaning not reprint, 
marks Untamed Warner Hall, set Alaska and 
featuring road-building engineer and well-built girl 
guide, but merely routine plot, (Dell B-127, $0.35; 
gun-fanning loner-against-the-combine story the 
Southwest after the Mexican War, (Dell A-171, $0.25; 
Territory, silvermines and pair smoothies trying 
separate nice young prospector from his strike, (Bal- 
lantine 269-K, $0.35; The Hanging Tree 
this genre, (Ballantine 274-K, $0.35; B.S. vol. 17, 
88) and Bat Masterson Richard O’Connor 
good stuff, based sound research, (Bantam 
$0.35; cf. B.S. vol. 17, 161) Wayne Over- 
holser’s Desperate Man, (Dell 993, $0.25; I), stand- 
ard fast-draw stuff and about Colorado 
Proud Land LoganA. Forster better-than-average 
Apache-Cavalry story the last the Bad Ones; but 
gory the word for it, (Bantam A-1857, $0.35; IIb) 
The Trail from Texas Dale Homer has been 
done before many times, but the customers seem like 
’em all, (Bantam 1838, $0.25; Will Henry’s The 
North Star i.e., about Alaska, the gold 
rush, wolves and all that, (Bantam 1855, $0.25; I). 


Look for more this locale. 
General Fiction 


Jan Hartog’s The Spiral Road set the East 
Indies, (Bantam F-1846, $0.50; IIb, cf. vol. 17, 24) 
The Trilogy novels tracing the founding 
Americus (Columbus) Ohio through The Trees, The 
Fields, and The Town which won Conrad Richter 
deserved Pulitzer Prize are now made available Ban- 
tam and recommended herewith bargain good 
reading, (F-1850, 1852, $0.35; each; and F-1851, $0.50; 
all Jane Austen’s delightful Emma wel- 
come addition the Bantam Classics, (C-10, $0.50; 
Jack London’s Martin Eden added Dells 
Laurel Library, (LC-114, $0.50; IIa) The Journey, 
George Tabori first printing story which 
the MGM movie that name based, (Bantam 
A-1868, $0.35; IIa) This Woman Pietro Do- 
nato lacks the force and anger and pity that gave 
strength his Christ Concrete, mostly because his 
theme this time sexual lust; becomes rather hor- 
rendous, (F-277-K, $0.50; III) Take This Woman 
1955 novel the popular Emile Loring, about 
rich girl who marries into diplomatic intrigue, (Bantam 


1911, $0.25; I). 
General Non-fiction 


V-2 Walter Dornberger, former commanding general 
Germany’s Peenemunde rocket-research laboratory, 
tells the story the development long range bal- 
listic missiles during World War II. Thoroughly in- 
teresting and informative, (Ballantine F-273-K, $0.50; 
... The Voyage the Beagle Charles Darwin 


396 


added the Bantam Classics, (FC-11, $0.50; 
Pigboats Theodore Roscoe abridged reprint 
what was first published the Naval Institute 
Submarine Operations World War II, (Ban- 
tam F-1862, $0.50; The Statesman Henry 
Taylor dates from 1836 and almost dateless its 
cynic directions “how get ahead.” Professor 
Parkinson has supplied valuable introduction this 
edition, (Mentor MD-250, $0.50; IIa) New World 
Writing, No. 14, collection poetry, stories, essays 
and oddments little known young contemporaries 
here and abroad particularly interesting because 
section devoted pieces from South America, (Mentor 
MT-246, $0.75; Movie Almanac Ratings: 
1958-1959 intended guide for the home viewer 
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judge which the old crop being shown the 
matinee late late-late show merit being 
Sheuer the editor, (Bantam F-1877, $0.50; 
lection historical data about the Roman 
from the time the first Caesars the fall the 
Western Empire. gory and gruesome recapitulation 
wholesale barbarity and mob degradation, only the 
strongest will stomach it, (Ballantine 275, $0.35; IIb) 
Mark Twain collection bits and pieces from 
the writings one our greats, edited Edmund 
Fuller. Some short stories, excerpts from Roughing 


and other random pieces give quick view the au. 
thor’s versatility and prejudices, (Dell LC-111, 
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